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“ Bat it was urged that the Bank had temporary difficulties to encounter, and that it behoved them 
“to adopt some mode of granting relief to that important public body. The House of Commons, how- 
« ever, knew nothing of this. No application was made to them by the Bank, nor did it appear even that 
“‘ application had been made for the @rder in Council; on the contrary, it appeared that this facetious 
“ eouncil, instead of examining the Directors of the Bank, acted entirely upon the authority of the Chan- 
“ eellor of the Exchequer. Nay, what added to his surprise was, that not one of the Rank Directors. who 
‘had seats in that House, had ever come forward and expressed ax opinion upon the subject. Some in- 
“formation was certainly necessary before the House sanctioned so nevel and dangerous a measure. 
“They had heard of the Bank a short time ago lending two millions to Government, and they bad also 


“heard of the dividends on Bank Steck increasing. 


Was it not maierial to be informed therefore how 


“they had come to stop payment at a time when their affairs seemed to be guing on so prosperously ?” 


—MR. SHERIDAN. Speech 28th Feb, 1807. 
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PAPER AGAINST GOLD: | 
BEING AN EXAMINATION 


OF THE 


Report of the Bullion Committee: 


IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO THE 


TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR SALISBURY. 





Lertrer XIII. 

Alledged ability of the Bank— Proceedings 
out of doors for what was called support of 
Public Credit—Mansion House Meeting— 
Brook Watson—Quartcr Sessions. Resolutions 
—Privy Council Resolutions— Representations 
of the Venal Prints relative to these Resolu- 
tions—Heal Origin of the Mansion House 
Meeting Directors prevail upon Mr. Pitt to 
have a private Meeting of Bankers at his 
House— Plan of a public Meeting there laid— 
Peep behind the Curtain— Meeting of the 
bank Proprietors— Declaration of the Go- 
vernors, Mr. Bosanguet and Mr. Thornton— 
These Declarations compared with the private 
Minute of the Bank—Private Minute of the 
Bank, expressing their alarm for the Safety of 
the House, and for calling upon Mr. Pitt to 
know when he would interfere. 


Gentlemen, 

_ When we look at the boast, referred to 
in the words of my Motto, and consider 
how many boasts of the same sort the 
Minister had uttered, and which he had 
continued in the habit of uttering, down 
almost to the very hour of the Bank 
Stoppage, we cannot help wondering that 
© could longer endure his existence. 

hat, then, wili be the astonishment of 





| 


after that event, speak of it and of the 
measures growing out of it, as the happy 
means of safety to the country; and what 
wiil be their shame to find, that he was 
still confided in and supported ? 


As we proceed with the history of the 
measures of remedy which were now adcpt- 
ed, we must not fail to pay particular at- 
tention to the opinions and doctrines at this 
time expressed and laid: down by’ the Mi- 
nister and his adherents, especially by 
those of his adherents, who had 4 more 
immediate interest in the concerns of the 
Bank of England. We must take care to 
bear in mind what they then said as to the 
origin, of the Order of Council for the 
Stoppage of Gold and Silver payments at 
the Bank ;. what they said as to the naztre 
and necessity of the measure; what they 
said as to the ability of the Bahk to re- 
sume its payments; and what they said 
as to the time of such resumption. What 
they chen said, as to all these points, we 
must take care to bear in mind ; ' because, 
we shall have to compare it with what 
thé: same persons have said since, and 
have to shew how, in this case, as well 
as in so many others, the nation has 
been led on, by degrees, to acquiesce in 
what, if proposed to it all at once, would 
have made it shrink with affright, or 
fired it with indignation. 


Before the House of Commons met, the 
diy after the Messaye and Order of Coun-~ 
cil had been laid before it, that is to say, 
onthe 28th of February, 1797, the Anti 
Jacobin adherents of the Minister had 
béen hard at work out of doors. A meeting 
had been called in the Mansion House of 


the city of Londonconsisting of Merchants, 
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the Lord Mayor, whose name was Brook 
Watson, who then, or very soon after- 
wards, filled the lucrative oflice of Commis- 
sary General to the Army, and who was, in 
a very few years alter that, made a Ba- 
ronet. ‘lhe persons assembled upon this 
occasion proclaimed their resolution not 
to refuse bank notes in payment of any 
sums due to them, and to use their utmost 
endeavours to make all their payments in 
the same manner * ; which, as you will 
perceive, Gentlemen, was neither more 
nor less than resolving, that they would 
do their utmost to keep up their own 
credit and consequence, and, in fact, to 
preserve themselves from instant ruin. 


Similar Resolutions were passed in the 
conatry, where the Quarter Sessions hap- 
pening to be then taking place, the Reso- 
lutions were sent forth from the Bench, 
With, of course, something of a magisterial 
weight and authority, as will be seen in 
the instance of the magistrates of 
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Burley, who, with Lords Grantley and 
Onslow at their head, appear to have led 
the way+, The Prizy Council (pray read 








* MANSION-HOUSE, LONDON.— 
February 27, 1797.—At a meeting of 
Merchants, Bankers, &c. held here this 
day, to consider of the steps which it may 
be proper to take, to prevent Embarrass- 
ments to Public Credit, from the effects of 
any ill-founded or exaggerated Alarms, and 
to support it with the utmost exertions at 
the present important copjuncture.—The 
Lorp Mayor in the Chair ;—Resotvep 
Unanimousty,—That we, the undersigned, 
being highly sensible how necessary the 
preservation of Public Credit is at this 
time, do most readily hereby declare, that 
we will not refuse to receive Bank Notes 
in payment of any sum of money-to be 
paid tous; and we will use our utmost 
endeavours to make all our payments in 
the same manner.—Brook Watson. 

The resolution lies for signing at the 
following places; London Tavern, Bishops- 
gate-Street ; Crown and Anchor Tavern, 
Strand ; St. Alban’s Tavern, St. Alban’s- 
Street; Three-Crown Coffee-house, in 
Three-Crown Court, Borough; and at 
Lloyd's Cofize-house. 

+ SURRLY.—At the Generat Quarter 
Session of the Peace of our Soyerefen Lord 
the King, holden at Saint Mary, Newing- 
ton, by adjourpment, in and for the said 





County, on Thursday the 2d day of March, 
Vi97.—>—We whose names afe AT eusto | 
4 
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their names all over) had also a meeting 
upon the subject, and it was quite curious 
to see the Judges and ‘great pensioners 
and even the Ministers themselves, not “i 
cepting the Lord High Treasurer, publish. 
ing their promises to receive and to pay 
bank notes, and, as far as depended on 
them individually, to support the circula. 
tion of those notes +. 














subscribed, being desirous to contribute, as 
far as we can, to the support of the public 
and commercial credit of the kinedom, at 
this important crisis, do hereby agree and 
bind ourselves to receive the Notes of the 
Bank of England in all payments as 
Money, and to support, as far as depends 
on us individually, their circulation for the 
public benefit. 


Grantley, Edward Layton, 
Onslow and Cranley, Jobn Morgan, 
John Frederick, Peter Broadley, 


Joseph Shaw, 

‘Thomas Evance, 

Rd. Carpenter Sinith, 

George Griffin Stone- 
street, 

James Buicock, 

William Hill, 

Robert Burnett, 

Gideon Fournier, 

Benjamin Robertson, 

Jonathan Stonard, 

James Feilding, 


M. Nolan, 
George Shepley, 
Thomas Barrow, 
Francis Lawson, 
John Jos. Shermer, 
Robert Forrest, 
John Pardon, 
Edward Morris, 
Vitruvius Lawes, 
Samuel Marryatt, 
W. D. Best, 
Artbur Onslow. 


Ordered, That the Clerk of the Peace 
do cause the above to be forthwith adver 
tised in the Morning Papers.— By the Court, 

Lawson. 


t At the Council Chamber, Whitehall, 
the 2sth of February, 1797,—Present— 
The Lords of his Majesty’s most Honourt- 
ble Privy Council.—We, whose names are 
hereunto subscribed, being desirous 10 con- 
tribute, as far as we can, to the support ol 
the public and commercial credit of this 
Kingdom at this important crisis, do here- 
by agree and bind ourselves to receive ti 
Notes of the Bank of England ia all pey- 
ments as Money, and to support, as far as 
depends on us individually, their cca 
tion. 


J. Cantuar, Bute, 
Loughborough, C. Pembroke, 
Chathaw, fr. Westmorland, 
Dorset, Chesterfield, 

Leeds, Sandwich, , 
Montrose, Drummond Tay Ke 
Roxburgh, noul, 

Portland, © Macclesfield, 
Townshend, Spencer, 
Cornwallis, Liverpool, 
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These Meetings and their Resolutions 
furnished the venal prints with the pre- 
tence for asserting, that the alarm was at 
anend; that the people had had time to 
reflect, and that reflection could not fail 
to convince them, that there was no room 
for suspecting the solidity of the Bank. 
The meetings and resolutions (to which 
latter, in London there were soon obtained 
thousands of signatures) were represented 
ashaving been perfectly voluntary ; that 
they were the spontaneous eflects of pure 
public-spivit, working in the breasts of /oyal 
and disinterested men, and, of course, that 
those who did not come forward to resolve, | 
orto sign, Were dsloyal men. 


——s 





ee 


— 


Centlemen, stop with me here for a 
minute. Some of you may have been in- 
duced, by these venal writers, to think ill 
ot all those of your neighbours, who dis- 
approved of Mr. Pirr and his deeds ; 
some of you may have been thus led, by 
the representations of these writers, to 
hate your. honest neighbours, to stigmatize 
them as Jacobins, and to suspect them, in 
fact, of treasonable designs; some of you 
nay, from thig corrupt and deadly source; 
have had your minds so poisoned, and so 
perverted from their natural bias, as to 
lave contributed towards those fatal divi- 
sions In the nation, the effect of which, it 
1s to be feared, your children’s children 
willrue, Of such of you, therefore, as an- 
swer (o this description, let me beg the 
earnest. attention, while I -develope the 
true source of the above-mentioned meet- 
ingsand resolves, which, as vou have seen, 
were described, by the venal writers, as 
being pervectly voluntary, and flowing from 
pure public- sprrit. 


You will bear in mind,- that the Order 
in Council was signed on Sunday, the 26th 
‘1 Febreary, and that it was laid before 

House of Commons on Monday the 
which last-mentioned day, the 
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Watson in the Chair, took place. The 
next, Tuesday, the wsth, the Minister, 
in opening the way for his first motion 
about the law to sanction the Order in 
Council,,said i allusion ta this meeting: 
« With respect to the first step to’ be con- 
“ sidered, the state of the Bank, that al- 
‘ready has, in a great measure, been as- 
‘ certained by the confidence of public opi- 
“nion. Of this public opinion the most 
‘uneguivocal and satisfactory proofs have 
“« been afforded, even within the short space 


+ 


* 


| that has elapsed since the minute of Council 


“has been issued. It has been clearly 
“erinced, that there is no doubt enter- 
“tained with respect to the solidity of 
‘“ the Bank to answer all the demands ot 
“its creditors.’ ‘Thus he appeared to 
consider the resolution of the Meeting of 
the Bankers and Merchants as expressive 
of the opinions and feclings of the nation at 
large, and, of course, as being a voluntary 
act, an act of ¢heir own, an act not, by any 
means, dictated by him, or by the Bank, 
nor hatched or contrived by them. Thus 
the thing appeared to the worle; thus it 
appeared to the ‘* most thinking people in 
«all Europe ;” this was its outside look; 
but, let us now take a peep behind thg 
curtain, 


For a while no official documents were 
laid before Parliament, relating to the 
Stoppage. This was avoided by one 
means or another. But, it could not be 
for ever avoided; and, at last, some of the 
papers were laid before the House of 
Commons; but, by the time that these 
got printed, the public was lulled again, 
and the papers passed with little or no 
notice. Amongst these papers was a mi- 
nute of the Bank. Direcrors, respecting 
an“ Interview with the Chancellor of 
“the Exchequer (Mr. Pit) on the 24th 
“of February 1797 ;” which, you will 
observe, was onthe Friday b-fore, the Bank 
having issued Gold on Saturday for the 
last time. On the Thursday the run upon 
the Bank had been very hard; and, the 
measure of Stoppage of -cash-payments 
seems to have then been looked upon as 
settled. With this measure in their eye, 
the Bank Directors and Mr. Pitt did what 
we shall see recorded in the following mi- 
nute of the Bank Directors’ Proceedings, 
under-the date just mentioned, of the 24th 
of February, 1797. “ The Governor and 


« Deputy Governor this day waited oa 

« Mr. Pitt, to mention to him, that it 

« would, in the present cireumstances, be 
2A3 













































































































































































































































































‘¢ highly requisite, that some gencral siceting | 
“¢ of the bunkers and chief merchants of Lon- 

« don should be held, in order to bring on 

“ some resolution for the support of the 

“ public eredit in this alarming crisis; 

« and they took the liberty to recommend 

«to Mr. Pitt, to have @ private meeting of 
« some of the chief bankers at his house to- 

* morrow, at three o’clock, in which ‘the 

« plan for amore general mecting on Taes- 

«day or Wednesday next might be laid, 

«in the propriety of which Mr. Pitt agrecd, 

«and said he would summon a previous 
« meeting for to-morrow accordingly. This 

“ was communicated by the Governor to 

« the Committee.” 


Thus, Gentlemen, were “ the most think- 
“ing people in Europe” treated. Here 
you see the origin; here you see the real 
cause, of the public spirited meeting at the 
Mansion House ; here you see how those 
pure and disinterested persons were put 
in motion. You have, heretofore, seen 
the show; bat, you have now seen, as to 
this part jt, the funnels, pullies, pegs 
and wires;\and the onby misfortune Is, 
that you sce them a little too late; though, 
I trust, that the (expOsition may yet do 
soine .good, and, at any rate, it mast, I 


should think, make you a little less cre- 


doloas in futare, a little less inclined to 
believe every word that. comes forth ander 
appearances like those above described. 


While Meetings were going on, in such 
a jovial way, in all other quarters, it would 
have been strange indeed if the Bank itself 
had not had its meeting. This took place 
on Thursday, 2nd of March, The Order 
of Council had been issued on the Sunday, 
26th of February ; it had been laid before 
the House of Commons on the 27th; on 
the same day the Meeting had taken place 
at the Mansion-House ; on the 28th (as we 
shall presently see) the conduct of the 
Bank began to be discussed in parliament, 
and it had been asserted there, that the 
Order of Council was the sole work of the 
government and not of the Bank; the mia- 
nifest intention of which was to cause it to 
be believed, that the government forced 
the Bank not to pay its creditors agreeably 
to its promissory notes ; and, that the Ban 
neither wanted nor any such mea- 
sure on ifs own account. Declarations to 
this amount had been made in parliament ; 
but, it appears, that a reépétition of them 
ata ‘Meeting was thought necessary ; 
nd accordingly a meeting tbok place; or, 
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ere Covrr oF 


to use their own language 
« Proprietors was held” onthe day just. 
mentioued, namely, the 2nd of March, 


At this meeting at the Bank, where ong 
might have expected to see the Directors 
and Proprietors cloathed in sack-cloth and 
ashes, the first thing done was, the passing 
of a vote of THANKS to the Directors fs 
having acted agreeably to the Order of Coun. 
cil, thatis to say, for having availed them. 
selves of this Order to refuse payment of 
their promissory notés, to refuse payment 
of their just debts legally demanded. They 
had been guilty of a violation of the low, 
and for that violation they were thanked by 
their constituents, the stock Proprietors, 
who, in fact, were the Debtors of the hold- 
ers of Bank notes! Having, with an wa- 
nimous voice, dispatched this part of the 
business of the day, the Governor of the 
Bank took, it appears from the report of 
the proceedings, the opportunity of pub- 
lickly declaring (in a way that it might 
get ito print) that the Bank Directors had 
mide no ‘application to. the government for an 
Order fer the sto of Cash payments 
at the Bank. aes Mesuianse who, it 
} seems, was a Director, declared, that the 
measure ** was not adopted -at the instance 
“ of those concerned in the direction of te 
‘ Bank 7’ and Mr. THornton, also a D:- 
rector, said, « that hewished it to beunder- 
stood explicitly, that the Order in Coun- 
“cil was not issued at the instance of the 
« Bank Direciors.”” Mr. Bosanquet called 
the stoppage “a great state measure; 8 
measure dictated by “ national policy. 
He said it was: meant to operate only for 
“a short time;’’ and that “ he earnestly 
«¢ hoped’” (how different from the language 
of Mr. Randle Jackson and the present 
governor of the Bank); yes, “ he EAb- 
« NESFLY HOPED, that the Bank, which 
“ was quite able,~ would soon: be PER- 
« MITTED to pay its notes in cash, 
“the same manner that it ‘had formerly 
“ done.” * | | 

* The following is the Report, > 
entire, from the Morning Chronicle of 
3rd of March, 1797. —— anode 

«Yesterday a Court of A gece os 
held at the Bank.—The Governo® re the 
Bank, after the Order in see greet dat 
26th of February, was . ai eet 
the Court of Directors had thought oe’ 
duty to acquiesce im the Order, and oe 
that they had acted in ‘conformity 
opinion and wisbes of the Proprie 
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When, Gentlemen, you have read 
through the report of the Bank Proceed- 
ings af the day here referred to, and I 
beseech you to read every word of w#, you 
will, doubtless, be astonished at the hardi- 
hood of men, who could, under such cir- 
cumstances, hold such language. What! 
thunk the Directors for not paying their 





ALL Oe 


Bank Stock.—Mr. Harman moved, “ that 
itis the opinion of this Court, that the 
thanks of the Proprictors of Bank Stock 
are due to the Court of Directors tor their 
acyuiescence in ihe Order in Council, and for 
their speedy communication thereof to 
this Court’’—The motion was put and 
carried uaanimously.—Mr. ALLERDYCE 
asked, whether the application had been made 
from the Bank to Government, for the Order 
in Council, to probibit them from issuing 
specie ?=-T'he Governor of the Bank re- 

lied, that no such application had been made 
by the Court of Directors, but that the 
Bank having experienced an unexam- 
pled dram of specie for some time past, 
that Court had thought it their duiy to 
acquaint the Minister of the Country with 
the circumstance, that he might take what 
measures he might deem necessary, and at 
the same time remove all responsibility 
for such measures from the Direction. He 
added, that a. Secret Committee of the 
House of Commons had been appointed to 
enquire into the state of the Bank accounts, 
and that. the Court of Direciors were fully 
persuaded that the result of that enquiry would 
be a repart of the perfect solidity of the Cor- 
poration.—Mr. Sansom wished to be in- 
formed whether there was any precedent 
lor the House of Commons appointing a 
Committee to enquire into the affairs of 
the Bank? In his opinion, if a Committee 
was to be appointed, it ought to be a Com- 
mittee ¢hosen from the Proprietary ; but 
after the assurance which they had from 
the Directors of the solidity of the Bank 
capital, he saw no necessity forany enquiry 
at all—A Proprietor stated, that there was 
a precedent for the measure on the Jour- 
nals of the House of Commons, in 1696.— 
Mr. Mawnine said, he had examined into 
the proceedings of the House of Commons, 
in 1696, and found that there was-not the 
smallest, resemblance between that and 
the present measure. At that time the 


Bank had been established for only two 


years, theu.Notes were ata discount all 


‘over the Kingdom, and the silver coinage 


was called jn, circumstances which were 


totally. -differeat from the -present.—Mr, 


, 


OCTOBER 97, 1810.— Paper against Gold. 


(746 


ein for this ! 
The Proprietors of Bank Stock, who were 
the persons composing the Meeting upon 
this occasion, were the persons who owed 
the amount of tli¢ Bank notes ;.they were 
the debtors of the note-holders ; the Di- 


Thank 


promissory notes ! 


. x ’ 
rectors were their agents. So that, here 
we see a parcel wd ig te, who had issued 
great quautities of promissory notes, as- 





Bosanauet begged leave to trouble the 
Court with a very few words... He said 
that the Order in Council was to be con- 
sidered entirely as @ great state measure, 


those concerned in the direction of the Bank. 
The Court of Directors, in the present 
state of public afiairs, had considered il to 
be.their duty to keep the Minister of the 
Country informed respecting the situation 
of the Bank. For some time past there had 
been an unerampled run tor specie upon the 
Bank, and this they communicated to ihe 
Changellor of the Exchequer, leaving him to 
adopt what measures he might think proper. 
The consequence was, the Order in Coun- 
cil, of the 26th of February, was issued, 
It would have been absurd in the Directors 
of the Bank to have resisted this Order, 
because the Minister must have been sup- 
posed to. be in possession of a great deal 
of information to which they had no access, 
and to be in the knowledge of circum- 
stances of which they were not aware ; 
besides, that there was no knowing what 
might have been the consequences had the 
unusual drain for eash, which they had 
experienced, been continued for any 
length of time. They complied, therefore, 
with the Order of his Majesty’s Council, 
understanding it to lave been dictated by 
national policy, and meant to opergte only Sor 
a short time. He had no hesitation in say- 
ing that the affairs of the Bank were ina 
state of the greatest afiunce and prosprity, 
that they had even 4 considerable surp/us, 
and that he earnestly hoped they would 
SOON BE PERMITTED 40 pay their Notes in 
cash in the same niianner as they had for- 
merly done,—Mr. ‘Tuounton wished it 
to be understood explicitly, that the Or- 
der in, Council was not issued at the instance 
of the Bank Directors ; that their accounts 
were not tendered to the House of Com- 
mons for examination, and that they nei- 
ther asked nor wished for the partnership and 
guarantee of Government.—There being no 
vthen business before the Court, they ad- 
journed to yesterday fortnight, when the 
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“assurance, I defy them to produce from 
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| 


illesally refused, payment of those notes! | 
Gentlemen, our venal prinis may talk as | 
they please; they may refer us to what 
instances they choose ; 


but any thing | 
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semble together, and ‘hank, aye, and pub- | son for many of the speeches tha 
licly thank, their agents for having refused, | at different times, heard *, 
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. we have, 
M R. } IT Tr, 
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* Resolurion of the Court of Directors, and 
Deputation’s Interview with the Chanbellor of 
the Isxchequer, 2ist of February, 1797,— 


equal to this, any such instance of cool | The Committee observing, with great un- 


the history of the world, or, even from 
the works of imagination. 


But, as yet, we have not seen these 
proceedings in their true colours: We 
have seen them in colours pretty strong ; 
but we have not seen them ‘as they will 
appear when we have taken another look 
at the Bank documents, which were after- 
wards laid before parliament, and whieh, 
as was before observed, never got out 
fairly to the knowledge of the people. 
We have seen these Bank Directors mak- 
ing public declarations, that they had no 
hand at-all in the Stoppage; that they 
did not apply for the Order in Council; 
that it was a measure of ile government; 
that it was a state medsure; and that they 
earnestly hoped soon to be PERMITTED 
to resume their payments in cash. ‘This is 
what they told zie public on the 2nd of 
March. And, it was not only at the 
Bank meeting that this declaration was 
made. It was repeatedly made in the 
House of Commons} but, we will, at pre- 
sent, confine oursclvés to what was said 
by the Bank Directorsthemselves. 





Such, then, were their declarations on 
the 2nd of March. Now; then, let us see 
what they had been at in-secret with the 
Minister, during the nine days before. On 
‘the Qist of February, they, observing, 
with great uneasiness, the large and con- 
stant decrease in their casb, held a par- 
ticular consultation on the subject, and 
perceiving that their cash was reduced to 
a certain sum, of which certain sum, be it 
observed, they do not state the amount, they 
came to a resolution, to goto Mr. Pitt, 
and tell him “ how their cash was cir- 
« cumstanced”’ they did so, and. Mr. Pitt 
observed to ‘them (and you will laugh 
heartily at the observation) “ that the 
“alarm of invasion, was now become much 
“ more general than he could think necessary,’ 
they then, pressed Mr. Pitt, to make some 
declaration in parliament, upon this sub- 
ject, “ in order to ease the public mind.’ 
This is a pretty specimen enough of the 
intercourse that existed between . these 
pares, and will serve to explain the rea- 


_ 





| easiness, the large and constant decrease 


in the cash, held « particolar consuitation 
on that subject this day ; and on examina. 
tion into the state of the cash siace tig 
beytaning of this year, they tound that in 
the course of the month of January there 


had been a decrease of l, and 
since the beginning of this month a farther 


loss of l, and that the cash was 
now reduced to between l. and 
about l. value, in bullion and 
foreign coin, about the value of L. 
in silver bullion. Perceiving also, by the 
consiant calls of the bankers from all parts 
of the town for cash, that there must be 
some extraordinary reasons for thts drain, 
arising, probably, from the alarms of an 
expected: invasion; the Committee, atier 
maturely considering the matter, resoived 
to send a notice to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, of the situation of matters at 
the Bank: and to explaim exactly to him 
how the cash is circumsianced, that he may, 
if possible and preper, strike out some 
means of alleviating the public alarms, and 
stopping this apparent disposition in peo- 
ple’s minds for having a large deposit ot 
cash in their houses. ‘Ie Governor, De- 
puty Governor, with Mr. Darell and Mr. 
Bosunquet, were deputed to wait upon 
Mr. Pit; who went to him; and alter 
describing to him the anxiety of mind 
which all the Directors were under on this 
subject, they explained to Mr. Pit the 
exact particulars above-mentioned. Mr. 
Pitt seemed aware that this unusual drain 
of cash from the Bank must arise from the 
alarm of an invasion, which he observed 
was now become much more general than le 
could think necessary. He said, that by all 
his informations he could not learn of @"y 
hostile preparations of consequence mak- 
ing in France to invade this country, & 
cept the fleet which was re-fitting at 
Brest, after being driven off from the 
coast of Ireland; but that he could 00 
answer that no partial attack on this couli- 
try would be made by such @ mad o 
desperate enemy as we had to deal “0 . 
The deputation pressed on Mr. Pitt to “1 
clare something of this kind in Parlir 
meat, in order to ease the public mind. ve 
Pitt also mentioned, that he hoped "* 
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however, did, it seems, press them, in Ins 
turn, 
~old from abroad,” and the Governor told 
him they would do what they could in 


that way. 


On the 22nd of Febroary ‘they had 
another interview with Mr. Pitt, and 
they gave GoLpsmipT and Extason orders 
for the purchase of gold at Hamburgh. 
But, we no where find any account of the 
success of this order, which was, besides, 
rendered useless by the Order of Council, 
which rendered Gold unnecessary. t 


On the 24th of February they had 
another interview with Mr. Prrr; and, 
what they say as to this interview we must 
pay particutar attention to. At a commit- 
tee consisting ofthe whole Court, it appear- 
ed that the cash was going away faster than 
ever,“ which gave such an alarm for the 
SAFETY OF THE HOUSE” (mark 
the words) that no time was lostin sending 


“to endeavour to obtain @ supply of 
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a deputation to Mr. Prrr, to ask him | 


how tar they might venture to go in pay- 
wg cash, and“ when HE would think 
“it necessary to INTERFERE.” = Mr. 
Pirr told them, that this was an affair of 


- such importance, that he most be prepared | 


with some resolution to bring forward in 
the Council. § - 





a 


Committee would, in the present situation 
of matters, think it necessary to endeavour 
at obtatning a supply of gold from foreign 
countries, which the Gevernor told him 
they were considering about, and should 
do what they could therein. 

t Interview with the Chancellor of the 
Erchequer, 22nd of February, 1797.— 
Messrs. Goldsmid and Eliason attended 
the Committee this day, and were directed 
to give farther orders to Hamburgh for the 
purchase of gold; and were told that an ap- 
ication would immediately be made to 
the minister to order atrigate or armed 
sloop to go to Hiamburgh to take in such 
gold as might be bought, and also to de- 


sire that the restriction on the captains of | 


the packets, not totake any gold on beard 
at Hamburgh for this country, might «be 
taken off. The Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor waited on Mr. Pitt on this subject, 
Promised to apply to the Admiralty tor 
directions about sending out a frigate or 


armed sloop; and that he would apply to: 


the Postmaster General to give the orders 
to the captains of the packets. 

§ Laterview with the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, 24th of February, 1797.—At 
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Thus, you see, Gentlemen, the Stoppage 
measure clearly originated tn the representa- 
tion of the Bank Directors; and, which is very 
well worthy of your marked attention, Mr. 
BosanQurT was one of the persons, de- 
puted to wait upon Mr. Pirr on this last- 
mentioned occasion. ‘The shuffle of say- 
ing, that the Bank Directors were afraid 
that the drain might injure the “ public 
« service” is too paltry, in any view of the 





_— oe  - ee on 


a Committee of the whole Court held this 
day, it ppeared that the loss of cash yes- 
terday was above i. and that 
about 1. were already drawn out 
this day, which gave such an alarm for THE 
SAFETY OF THE HOUSE, that the 
Deputy Governor and Mr, Bosanquet were 
desired to wait on Mr. Pitt to mention to 
him these circumstances, and to ask him 
how far he thought the Bank might ven- 
ture to go on paying cash, and when be 
would think it necessary 1}O INTERFERE 
before our cash was so reduced as might 
be detrimental to the immediate service 
of the State. Mr. Pitt said, this wasa 
matter of great importance, and that, he 
must be prepared with some resolution te 
bring forward in the Council, for a Procla- 
mation to stop the issue of cash from the 
Bank, and to give the security of parlia- 
ment to the notes of the Bank. In conse- 
quence of which he should think. it might 
be proper to appoint a Secret Committee of 
the House of Commons to look into the 
state of the Bank affairs ; which they as- 
sured him the Bank were well prepared 
for, and would produce to such a Com- 
mittee. Mr. Pitt also observed that he 
should have no objection to propose to 
Parliament, in case of a Proclamation, te 
give parliamentary security for Bank 
notes. The Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor this day waited on Mr, Pitt, to 
mention to him, that it would in the pre- 
sent circumstances be highly requisite 
that some general meeting of the bankers and 


| chief merchants of London shovld be held 


in order to bring on some resolution for tire 
support of the public credit in this alarm- 
ing crisis; and they took the liberty to re- 
commend to Mr. Pitt, to have a private 
mecting of sorme of the chief bankers at his 
house to-morrow, at three o'clock, in 
which the plan for a more general meeting 
on ‘Tuesday or Wednesday next might be 
laid; im the propriety of which Mr. Pirt 
agreed, and said he would summon @ pre- 
vious meeting for to-morrow accordingly. 'Vivis 
was communicated by the Governor to the 
Committee. 
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matter, to have any weight; for, whose 
claim upon the Bank could be so good as 


; 
ah that of the holders of the Promissory notes? 
Waa | ~~ And who were “the public” but the 
\ hae holders of these notes? But, as if it had 
ter eh been resolved. to leave no room even for 


this miserable attempt at excuse, the Mi- 
nute of the Directors of the 24th of Fe- 
bruary, expressly says, that it was “ alarm 
“‘ for the safety of the HOUSE” that sent 
) the deputation to ask for the interference of 
ie. Mr. Pitt; alarm for the safety+of the 


a HOUSE, and not any motive at all con- 
1 4 nected with the public service or the 
a public good. 
i | 
ti Hs Having now pulled aside the curtain ; 
a sit 


having laid the whole thing bare to your 
‘ view; having placed the application to 
" Parliament in its true light; I sha!l, in 
Le my next, lay before you an account of the 
i Fe measures, Which the Parliament adopted, 

fi) aie and which have, under one pretence or 
aie ef another, been continued in force to this 

j 


day. 
In the meanwhile, I remain, 
‘Ae Gentlemen, 
, \ Your faithful friend, 
tt a W*™, Cossertr. 
1 ea State Prison, Newgate, Thursdéy, 
ick 3 , October 25; 1810. 
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pia | what was said in my last, closing at page 
721, where we left nothing wanting but 
the mere date and manner of Massena’s 
overthrow.__—The wind has been foul 
for some days past, and, of course, no in- 
telligence could be expected. The pub- 
lic curiosity seems, however, to’ have a 
good deal abated ; and, as to anxiety, there 
appears (from the language of the pub- 
lic prints) not to be a particle of that 
remaining in any man’s mind.——The 
prospect being so fair; the public opi- 
nion being unanimous; and the matter 
being settled, that the foe must be exter- 
minated, or nearly so, it was not my 
intention to say a word more upon the 
subject, tillthe hour came for me to-record 
the last acts of the campaign. But, the 
Morning Post news-paper has published 
a paragraph, which calls upon me fora 
or two.——This paragraph treats of 
numbers, a point upon which I am, I will 
wa a tenacious. It bad, some 

@ays defore, given a statement, apparentl 
ant, and, jndeed, said to be ‘ious ficial 


Ty, eee of the allied army, 
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which it made amount to only about 5, 
thousand men... At this the Times ang 
the Morninc Curonicie took fire: a: 
well they might, after this same print had 
repeatedly stated the allied reyular force 
at little short of double that number, and 
after the recent dispatches from Lord Vis. 
count Talavera, who said, that, with the 
exception of his trifling loss at the Victory 
of Busago, he had not lost a man, or, at 
least so I understood his dispatch.-—| 
began the literary campaign by showing, 
that we were paying 60 thousand fighting 
men in Portugal. We have been intormed 
of the arrival of re-inforcements to the 
amount of 10 thousand men; so that, if 
we deduct the garrison of Almeida (who, 
by the by came, we were told, to us ayain) 
and the men Jost. at Busaco, we must still 
have, according to the original account, 
nearly 70 thousand fighting men, regolar 
troops ; aud, we well know, that they are 
now ail got ito a small compass; all im- 
mediately under the command of Lord 
Talavera. ——Yet does the Morning l’ost 
now put the allied army at 50 thousand 
men! Nay, and that print most grossly 
abuses ali those, who are dissatisfied with 
its statements. The ground of abuse is 
this: We are said to swell out the amount 
of the allied army for the purpose of /essen- 
ing.the glory of the approaching victory ; 
and, the Tires and CHRonicie are at- 
cused of enlisting themselves under Sex- 
JEANT Consett for the purpose of making 
the world believe, that the victory will have 
nothing glorious tn it. There is a small 
mistake, or, rather omission; for Seryeatt 
Cobbett’s proposition was a conduional 
one. There was an #f in it. » It was this: 
“ They” (the Morning Post and Courier) 
“have proclaimed to the world ‘ace, 
« which, IF TRUE, put it completery 0! 
« of the power of our general in Portugal 
“to gain any victory over Massena, that 
« shall be worthy of the epithet gloria; 
“ and which would render defeat wang. 
—This if the Morning: Post has omitted; 
and, well it might; for the proposition, * 
it here stands, is incontrovertible —— 
the 17th of September the Courier ta! 
paper published the following stateme? 
of the numbers of the allied army- 

¥ English APMy oenneresenee 30, 55 

«Portuguese Regulars «... 5%! 
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« Portuguese Militia «0. 52° 
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Now, we know that our loss has been a 
mere trifle; we know that 10 thousand 
English and = Brunswicker regulars have 
since joined ; we know that all the regu- 
lars and part of the militia are with Lord 
Talavera; and, therefore I leave the pub- 
lic to judge of the truth of the statements, 
which the Morning Post and Courier are 
now giving to the world. ‘Which of 
their statements is true, or which false, I 
cannotpretend to say ; but, thatone of them 
must be false is certain, though, if my 
opinion were asked, 1 should say that the 
latter was, and that we have an army 
greatly superior in numbers to that of 
Massena; which is, indeed, to be inferred 
from Lord Talavera’s own dispatch, for he 
says nothing at all about the relative 
strength of the two armies, and he took 
good care to say much about that in the 
affair of Talavera, the place where he won 
the victory that gave him his title and his 
pension for three generations. As to 
the circumstance of the other papers hav- 
ing enlisted under a Serjeant, all that | 
need say upon that is, that the famous 
Convention of the HELDER was not less 
real, because one of the parties to it had 
been, but afew years before, a private soldier 
in the French grenadiers, and who was, 
noi long afterwards, Embassador at the 
Courtof Berlin. Truth is truth, let itcome 
from whom it may ; and, if the Morning 
Post and the Courier had, all along, ad- 
hered to the truth, they would not have 
experienced their present difficulties, and 
the question of the relative strength of the 
armies would not have been involved in 
its present uncertainty; an uncertainty 
not now easily removed, and which will, 
in all probability, greatly deduct from the 
glory of that Victory, which ’ere now, 
has, in all. probability (if our latest intel- 
ligence be correct) been achieved by the 
allied army to the confusion and consterna- 
tion of the foe This accusation, against 
the Times and Mornine Curonicie, of 
endeavouring to swell out’ our numbers 
comes much too late. It should have 
been made, if at all, long ago. It looks 
aukward at this moment. Not that I 
Can suppose it to_proceed from any latent 
fears of failure, which, really, appears to 
me to be impossible ; morally, and almost 
Paysically, impossible. The allied army 
stall of health; it hasan abundance of 
Whoa pr, and stores of all sorts; it is well 
b ged in houses and huts ; it is covered 

Y some of thestrongest lines in the world, 
mounted with a thousand pieces of ar- 
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tillery ; itis guarded and supported on its 
flanks by the sea, by the Tagus, and by 
gun-boats and sloops of war: while the 
foe is wasting away by sickness; is in 4 
starving condition ; has neither stores nor 
artillery, except what he has been able to 
drag along with him: has a coantry in his 
rear all inimical to bim and ail desolated ; 
is uncovered and exposed to every storm ; 
is wholly unsupported by either water or 
shipping ; and can receive no assistance 
from any quarter, Well may it be con- 
jectured, and, indeed, it 1s positively said, 


| that Massena has been urged on by Buo- 


naparté, Deserters and prisoners have, it 
is said, given us this news ; and, this ex- 
plains the cause of Mussena’s rushing on 
into such manifest perdition. But, let us 
not, in addition to all this, want to make 
the world believe that our Victory has 
been gained (for gained ft must now have 
been) with wferior numbers, such a state- 
ment being in direct contradiction to 
every statement heretofore made by our 
Ministerial. writers. 





Spanish Corres. The meeting of 
this assembly has been recorded in the 
Official Papers, at page 731; and, the 
English reader will, lam certain, be much 
gratified with what they have already 
done.——They have laid down, as fixed 
principles, that they, as representatives of 
the people, have aright to elect their 
chief magistrate, and, of course, that Jo- 
seph is not their lawful king, because the 
transfer of the sovereignty to him was with 
out the nation’s consent. They have de- 
creed, that the chief magistrate, ‘or exe- 
cutive power, is responsible to them; and 
that in them, as the representatives of the 

eople, resides the sovereignty of the nation. 

hey have decreed,~that to them, as re- 
presentatives of the people, belongs ‘the 
title of Majesty’; that the executive de- 
partment shall be called by the title of 
Highness; ‘and that in them and them 
alone sliall reside the legislative functions. 
Having this (See page 73) and on- 
wards) laid down the great principles of 
the constitution ; having ‘taken to them- 
selves the powers, which they look upon 
as their right, in virtue of their geet of 
representatives of the people, they have 
next proceeded to a measure intended to 
exclude corruption from amongst ‘them- 





‘sélves; and, with that view, have de- 


creed, that no member of the Cortes ‘shall, 


during the time of his being a member, and for 
one year Gfterwards, receive any PENSION, 
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or hold any PLACE OF EMOLUMENT, 
or receive any TITLE OF HONOUR 
OR DIGNITY; except in the way of his 
professionas a soldier, sailor, or clergyman, 
or in consequence of some signal and well- 
known service to the public.—~—Upona 
regulation like this it is, I trust, unne- 
cessary to make any culogium, it being 
so perfectly in unison with the spirit of 
one of the very best principles of our own 
Constitution, as jaid down and enacted 
in that great Constitutional Law, the 
Act oF Serriement, by which Act it 
was, that the present family was raised to 
the throne of this kingdom.———Not in 
this light, however, does this ivestimable 
decree, a decree which revives the hopes 
of all the-yeal friends of the people of 
Spain; not in this light is this admirable 
decree viewcd by the writer of the Courter 
news-paper, whe, however, though a mi- 
nisterial writer, does not, in this respect, I 
trust, speak the sentiments of any one but 
himself, it being as clear as the stn at 
noon day, that, if the Cortes be not now 
supported, the cause of Spain is gone for 
ever. This is a question of vital im- 
portance. ‘The decree of exclusion sas 
passed. It is become the corner stone of 
the Constitution of Spain ; and, as every 
friend ef freedom must now wish success 
to the Spanish cause, let us hear what this 
writer has'to say against this all-important 
decree. ——" They ”’ (the Cortes) “ have 
«* passed a decree, declaring that no Mem- 
“ber of the Cortes shall, accept during 
“the continuation of his functions, and 
“for a year afterwards, any executive 
“place. This decree, we see, has been 
“highly praised tn this country; and, in- 
*‘ deed, it carries upon the face of it the 
“features of great patriotism and disin- 
* terestedness. But Englishmen are dis- 
** posed to reflection; their eyes are turned 
“not only to the future but to the past; 
“they refer to the evidence and experi- 
«ence of their history, and they remem- 
“« ber the Self-denying Ordenance of the In- 
« dependents. It excluded the Members 
«of both Houses from all civil and mili- 
“tary employments ; and- though the 
« Presbyterians had the best of the argu- 
“ment; though they shewed that such 
* an ordinance was contrary to the prin- 
*« ciples of ancient times, that the Greeks 
‘and Romans, the most passionate lovers 
“of liberty, had never admitted such a 
* distinction between the civil and mili- 
* tary powers, that, on the contrary, they 
* had ever entrusted to their Senators the 
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“command of their armies, the Inde- 
“ pendents, with Cromwell at their head 
“succeeded in carrying the ordinance 
“ through both Houses— And Cromwell 
‘ the ane © Licute ra it! Being at 
vant General in the 
‘“army as well as a Member of the House 
“ of Conimons, he should have resigned 
“« his commend with other Members who 
“had also military commissions: « byt 
“ thisimpartiality,” says Hume, «would 
““« have disappointed all the views of 
“« those who had introduced the self. 
“«« denying ordinance.” Fairfax, who 
“ was-entirely governed by Cromvell, 
‘wrote to the Parliament, desiring leave 
“ to retain Lieutenant General Cromwell 
“ for some days,whose advice would be use- 
« ful in supplying the place of the Officers 
“ whohad resigned. Shortly after he begged 
‘with much earnestness that they would 
‘allow Cromwell tg serve that campaign. 
« This self-denying ordinance was pro- 
‘ductive of no benefit (quite the contrary 
“to England), whilst under a contrary 
« principle she has risen to what she is at 
«this moment; the ouly free nation in 
« Europe, equally great in freedom and 
«jn power. The Cortes have undoubted- 
«Jy much to correct, much to reform, but 
“we “are happy to see in the first use ol 
their power a respect and love for their 
“ancient constitution. Sorry indeed should 
‘sve be to find them impressed with the 
« presumptuous principles of the French Legis- 
«ators, who acted as if the world had 
« been in utter darkness before their time, 
“involved in utter ignorance and bruta- 
“ lity.” Yes, the people of England, 
if they are not, will, I trust, become, 4 
reflecting people; and, the more they ree 
fect, the more they will, I am persuaded, 
approve of this Decree, and will, were * 
for this decree alone, wish the people 
Spain success against all their ogg 
The Self-denying Ordinance, 10 ‘° 
time of Cromwell did, we are told, mi 
duce no good effect; it produced “4 
« benefit” to England. ‘This 1s pure ale 
tion, observe ; but, why did it not: \ d 
did it produce no benefit? Because ' 
was immediately violated. Because it never 
went wholly and fairly into effect. i 
is the statement of this writer oe . 
and surely, then, the failure of the ad 
denying Ordinance ought not to be “rn 
against the Spanish decree, unless ‘. 
Writer means that we should, at his nl 
gestion, assume, that the Cortes are rid 
sincere as the Independents were 
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that their decree is a mere trick to get rid 
of some particular commanders, which as- 
sumption, however, would not help his ar- 
ument out, because it would, in that case, 
roduce no effect at all, and, of course, 
would not produce mischief.——The mem- 
bers of the Spanish Cortes are told by this 
wrier, that the Self-deny ing Ordinance, 
and, of course, the Spanish Decree, are 
contrary to the best principles of freedom 
in cneient times; and that England, whilst 
under a contrary principle, has become 
the only free nation in Europe. We will 
leave the question of English freedom, as 
at present enjo;ed, tor future discussion ; 
but, we must deny, that the principles of 
the Euglish constitution are hostile to the 
principle of this decree. For, In the 
Act of Settlement, Defore-mentioned, it is 
provided, that “ No person, who has an 
“ ofice, or place of profit, under the king, 
“or receives a jxasion trom the Crown, 
« shall be capable of serving as a Member 
« of the House of Commons.” | (See Act 12 
and 13 Wiiliam HL. Chap. 2.)  Itis true, 
that this clause of the Act-of Settlement 
lias been modified ; and, indeed, the effect 
of it has, iu a great degree, been done 
away, by subsequent enactments, which 
allow such persons to sit; but, still, as an 
homage to this favourite principle of Le- 
gislative Independence, it 1s necessary for 
a Member who receives a place or pen- 
sion, to be re-elected before he can again 
act as a Jegislator. This modification 
of the Constitutional Act is disapproved 








| of by a great part of the people of Eng- 


land, as numerous petitions upon the 
Journals of parliament will prove. There 
iscertainly a difference of opinion upon 
but, at any rate, complaints 
oi long-standing, and irom men of un- 
doubted integrity and wisdom, have been 


made against the possession of places and 


pensions by our Members of parliament. 
fie question has never ceased to be agi- 
taied; it is, at this hour, more agitated 
than ever; there. are millions of men in 
this kingdom, who contend for the prac- 
ice of the Act of Settlement in this re- 
spect; and, while the Corrgs have this 
Cobtest before their eyes, it is,,1 think, a 
litle too much to upbraid them with 
rashness and ignorance, and. to insinuate 
that they are treading in the steps of the 
renuch Revolutionists, because they have 
passed a Decree, which, if faithfully ad- 
hered to, must prevent-all such disputes 


iroiw distarbing the harmony between the 


People and the government in Spain, 2 | 
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harmony, without the preservation of 
which it is utterly impossible to entertain 
a rational hope of that country’s escaping 
final and complete subjugation——The 
reader will, probably, not be at a loss to 
guess at the motive, which may have dic 





— ———w 


tated the criticism, and hardly-disguised 
censure, of the Courier, who appears to 
have been aware that the effect of this 
excellent and wise and virtuous Decree 
of the Spanish Cortes would not be con- 
fined within the boundaries of the Spa- 


nish territory; and, there are few per- 
sons, who pay attention to such matters; 


who will fail to call to mind, what was 
said, at the out-set of the Spanish contest, 
by those, who, like me, called upon the 
leaders in Spain to declare openly for po- 
litical freedom, to tender the people a prize 
to fight for, and thus to insure success to 
their cause by beating up, to use a Ser- 
jeant’s phrase, for the hearts of the best and 
most valiant of the people. ‘The reader 
will bear in mind, too, our complaints 
ugainst that CENTRAL JUNTA, Who are ‘now 
censured by every body, who did no one 
thing for liberty, who began their career 
by stifling the press, and under whom all 
the good spirit of the nation scemed to 
have expired inan instant, The Coxrgs, 
from what has hitherio appeared, seem to 
be animated with a different soul. ‘Their 
language and their Acts breathe the spirit 
of freedom in every line; and, the only 
thing now to be feared is, that they have 
been called together too late. 
issuing their Decrees from Madrid, they 
are issuing them from the Isle of Leon, 
where they are, in fact, litte better than 
closely besieged,——-W hat a lesson ought 
this to be! And what must be the morti- 
fication, what the remorse, of those who 
have had the power to take the lead in 
Spain, if, after all, it now should prove 
fruitless to appeal to the hearts of the peo- 
ple! At any rate, however, we have, in 
the present conduct of the Cortes, a re- 
cognition of the great principles of politi- 
cal liberty, and a proof that they have 
been, by experience, convinced, that, un- 
less something be done to engage the hearts 
of the people in the cause, a country, how- 
ever fortified by nature, and however 
populous, cannot resist the arms of a 
powertul mvader. Troops the Spaniards 
are in no want of. They have troops and 
stores enough. What they wanted was 
an animated people.. Such a people they 
now. seem resolved to have. The Cortes 
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ject ; and, what must we think of the Eng- 
lish writer (not encouraged thereto, I hope, 
by any thing bat his own turpitude) who 
can coolly set about the task of throwing 
discredit upon their laudable efforts? 

I have been, by this writer and his twin- 
brother of the Morning Post, many times 
abused for my discouraging forebodings as 
to the contest in Spain, aad for my waut of 
zeal in the Spanish cause. Asto my fore- 
bodings, they have proved to be but too 
well founded, as witness the present local 
situation of (his excellent Assembly of the 
Cortes, who are penned up in a iittle island 
of Spain, while their fine country is over- 
run by invaders, and while the Capital of 
the kingdom is the seat of the intruding 
king. And, as to zeal in the cause, I must 
confess, that I felt none at ail; that I felt 
perfectiy indiflerent about it, alter I saw 
the line which the Central Junta pursued, 
and which appeared to me to promise no 
good to tle people in case of success. But, 
now the thing is totally altered. Now the 
hanguage of Spain is what it ought to be. 
It is what I heartily approve of; and it is 
such as gives me hope in spite of every dis- 
couraging appearance. I now come back 
to the point at which I started ; and, if the 
Turtle Patriots will prociaim another festi- 
val in honour of the Spanish cause, they 
shall have my hearty and sincere approba- 
tion, which shall, too, not be withheld 
from the Odes that even poet Fitzgerald 
may grind in pratse of the Corres, 


PaRLIAMENTARY REFORM. Kent 
Meeting. On the 22nd instant a Meet- 
ing, pursuant to notice and requisition, 
was held, at Maidstone, for the County of 
‘Kent, to consider of a Petition to parlia- 
ament for a Reform in the Commons’ House. 
The High Sheriff, Jawes Burton, Esq. 
was in the chair. The meeting was very 
‘numerous and consisted of all the real re- 
‘epectability of the County, as has been the 
‘case inevery other county, where a meet- 
‘ing for a similar purpose has been called. 
——The petition was moved by Mr. 
‘Hopes, and seconded by Mr. Foot, in 
‘two admirable speeches, and, agreeably 
‘to the report in the public papers, it’ 
concluded in the following words :-—— 
““ The times demand this open avowal of 
“ our sentiments, and in the language em~- 
HE pe to couvey them we intend no 
“disrespect ; though we are persuaded 
“* that.no words ‘can be 400 strong to express 
“fore, we most earnestly intrest your 





H ble H in 
““sionourabie House to unde 
« FORE IT IS TOO LATE ~ = 
“ cordial spirit, the measure of Reins 
“upon principles, which, by conciliatng 
“« the affections of the people, and restoring 
“ to your Honourable House its due Wei ht 
“and character, may rescue our inom 
“« from domesiic discord, and secure jt “Wi 
“the foreign foe, give stability to the 
“ Throne, and perpetuate the “Coustitn. 
“ tion.” I have no room to add ms 
thing but an expression of my approba. 
tion, and of my sincere wishes, that these 
sentiments may be acted upon, as | ay 
sure they are those of ninety nine hyp. 
dredths of the nation. ‘ 

W*™. COBBETY., 
State Prison, Newgate, 

26th October, 1810. 


P.S. Jerreny’s affair in my next. 
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Spain.—Names of the Members of the Cories 
(concluded from p. 736.) 


D. Antonio Abadin -y of Guerra, for the 
Province of Mondonedo; D. Aat. Payan, 
for that of Corunna; D. Juan Quiroga, 
for that of Orense; D. Jose Becerra y 
Liemas, for that of Lugo; D. Pedro hi- 
bero y Pardo, for that of Betanzos; D. 
Luis del Monte, ‘for the same; D. Ant 
Vasques de Pargus, for that of Lugo; D. 
Manuel! Valcarcel, for the same; D. F. 
Mondo, for Catalonia; D. Felix Ayie 
and D. Ramon Urges, for the same; D. 
Jose Vega y Sentmenat, for the city of 
Cervera; D. Salvador Vinas, for Cata- 
lonia; D. Jayme Creus, D. Ramon é 
Liedos, and D. Jose Castellarnau, for the 
same; D. Antonio do Parga, for the pro 
vince of Santiago; D. Fr. Pardo, tor - 
same; D. Vicente Terrere, for that 0 
Cadiz; D. Fr. Riesco, for the Supenor 
Junta of Estremadura; D. Gregorio Le 
una, for the city of Badajoz; D. pro 
e Castro Lavandeyra, for the es 
Santiago; D. Domingo Quintano, ~ 
of Lugo; D. Andres Moralles de los - 
for the -city of Cadiz; D. Antonio a 
neras, for ‘the island of Majorca; D. 
mon Lazaro de Dou, for Catalonia; 
Alonzo de la Vera y Pantoja, for the ys 
of Merida; D. Antonio no oe “a 
Catalonia; D. Juan: Herrera, tor a. 
dura ; D. Manuel Martinez, for the sm" 
D. Alfonzo Nunez de Haro, for wnt 
svinee .of ‘Cuenca ;D. ‘Pedro Antoni? 
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Aguirre, for the Superior Junta of Cadiz ; 
D. Joaquin Montencgro, for the province 
of Santiago; D. Benito Mosquera, for the 
city of Tuy; D. Bernardo Martinez, tor 
the province of Orense ; D. Pedro Cor- 
tinas, for the same3 D. Diego Munoz Tor- 
rera, for that of Estremadura; D. Manvel 
Luxam, for the same; D. Antonio Duran 
de Castro, for that of Tuy; D. Augustine 
Bahamonde, for the same ; D. Fr. Calvet 
y Rivacoba, for the city of Gerona; D. 
Jose Salvador Lopez de Pan, for the city 
of Corunna; D. Jose Maria Conto, D. Fr. 
Munillo, D. Andres Savariego, D. Salva- 
dor S. Martin, D. Octaviano Obregon, D. 
Maximo Maldonado, D. Jose de Teran, 


| suplentes (supplying the place ot Deputies) 


for New Spain; D. Pedro Tagle, D. Jose 
Manuel de Conto, suplentes for the Philip- 
pines; D. Jose Caicedo, suplente for the 
viceroyalty of Sania Fe ; the Marquis de 
S. Felipe y Santiago, and D. Joaquin 
Santa Cruz, ditto, for the island of Cuba; 


| the Marquis de Puneourostro, ditto, for 


Santa Ke; D. Jose Mexia, ditto, for the 
same; D. Donisio Juca Yupangui, ditto, 


| for the Viceroyalty of Peru; D. Vicente 


Morales, ditto, for the same; Don Ramon 
Felin and D. Antonto Suazo, for the same; 
D. Joquim Leyba, ditto, for’Chili; D. Mi- 
guel Riesco, for the same ;>D. ivranciseo 
Lispergardo, forthe Viceroyalty of Bue- 
nos Ayres; D: Luis Velasco’and D. Ma- 
nuel Rodrigo, ditto, for the same ; D. An- 
dres de Llano, ditto, for Guatimala, and 
D. Manuel'deLlano, for the same; D. 


| Jose Alvarez de Toledo, ditto, for the 


sland of San Domingo; D. Augustine 
Arguelles, ditto, for the: principality of 
Asturias; D. Rafael Manglano, ditto, for 
the province of Toledo; D. Antonio de 


Aldana; suplente for that of Toro;; D. Ma-. 


nuel de Aréstogni, ditto, for that of Alava; 
D. Francisco-de la Huberta, ditto for that 
of Barges; D. Suan Gallego, ditto, - for 
that of Zamora; D. Jose Valcarcel, ditto, 
for thatof Salamanca; D, Jose Zorraquin, 
ditto, for that of Madrid ; D. Manvel Gar- 
cla Herreros, ditto for that of Soria ; D. 
Jose de Cea, ditto, for that of Cardova; 
D. Juan Quintano, ditto, for that-of Palen- 
cia; D. Geronimo Ruiz, ditto, for that of 
Begovia ; DD» Franeieco de la Serna, ditfo, 
for that of Avila; D. Francisco -E uia, 
ditto for the Lordship of Biscay ; D. Eva-, 
risto Perez de Castro, ditto, for the pro- 
vince of Valladolid 3D. Domingo Deenas, : 
Gitte, for that of Granada; D. Francisco. 
“ Sales Rodriguez de Barcena, ditto, for 
of Seville; D. Fr. de Escudero, ditto, 

that of Navarre; U. Fr. Gonzalez, 
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ditto, for that of Jaen; D. Esteban Pala- 
cies, ditto, for the Caraccas; D, Fermin 
de Clemente, ditto, for the same; aud 
D. Francisco Fernandez Golfin, Deput 
for Estramadura.—They all passed fort 
at half past nine in the morning, with the 
Council of Regency, all the troops of the 
Royal Household and those of the army 
quartered here being drawn up; and 
walking to the parochial church, Mass 
was celebrated by the abovementioned 
Prelate: upon which, alter the Gospels, 
and a short and plain exhortation from 
the Mast Serene Senor President Don Pe* 
dro Quevido, Bishop of Orense, I repeated 
twice, in a loud voice, the following for- 
mula of the oath:—“ You swear to the 
Holy Catholic Apostolic and Roman Re- 
ligion, without admitting any other in 
these kingdoms? You swear to preserve, 
in its integrity, the Spanish nation, and to 
omit no means to free it fiom its unjust 
oppressors ? You swear to preserve to our 
beloved Sovereign Senor D. Ferdinand 
VII. all his dominions, and failing him, to 
his legitimate successors ; and to make all 
possible efforts to deliver him from cap- 
tivity, andere-place him on the throne? 
You swear faithfully and legally to fulfil 
the trust which the nation has committed 
to. your care, guarding the laws of Spain, 
without hindrance to your making such 
alterations, changes, and modifications, as 
the good. of the nation may require ?” 
And all the Deputies having answered 
«We so swear,’ they passed, two by 
two, te touch the book of the Holy Gos- 
pels; and this being concluded, the Senor 
President said :—<« If you shall thus act, 
may God reward yous and if not, may he 
require it at your hands.” .This was im- 
mediately. followed by the ;hymn, Veni 
Sancte Spiritus, and Te -Dewm,' being sung 
with gravity and solemnity ; and the ce- 
remony being closed, they re-passed in 
the ‘same order to the Hall of the Cortes. 
The Deputies ‘having there itaken their 
places, and:the Council of Regency being 
stationed neatthe Throne, the Senor Pre- 
sident pronounced a very energetic though 
short:discourse, in which, pointing out 
disorganization and confusion of the times 
in which they were installed, and the ob- 
stacles, almost insurmonntable, presented 
by-existing .circumstances. to the worthy 
and advantageous discharge of a‘trust so 
-important and perilous; be concluded by 
bearing the strongest testimomy to the pa- 
triotism and generous sentiments of the 
Council of Regency; adding, that. they 
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of the Cortes, the nomination and election 
of a President and Secretaries for that au- 
rust Congress. With this the inaugura- 
tion was ended, the Cortes remained in- 
stalled, and the Council of Regency re- 
tired to their Palace, having observed in 
all these acts the majesty and circumspec- 
tion becoming the most noble, generous, 
and invigorated of nations; accompanied 
by a joy and applause on the part of the 
people which it would be very difficult to 
describe. All which I certify as Princi- 

al Notary, Nicuovas Maria pe Sierra, 

Royal Isle of Leon, Sept. 21, 1810. 


Turkey.—Proclamation of the Grand Seig- 
nior.—August 20th, 1810. 


To my First Chief of the Belief, the 


High Pontiil of the Mortals (Mufti); To | 


my brave Caitmachan Pacha; my eminent 
Ministers; my worthy Prelates; my 
very honoured Teachers and Professors 
of Theology, Explainers of the Koran and 
of Tradition; my Imans; the Great of 
my Court; my Seven Military Corps; 
my Agas, Officers, and Soldiers, &c. &c. 
~—Atter my Imperial Greeting, it is ne- 
cessary to inform you, that the treacherous 
Moscovites, those enemies of our Faith, 
persevere im their audacious resolution to 
bring the devices which their depraved 
souls have invented more and more into 
execution. ‘hey have already invested 
our imperial cities and fortresses with war, 
and further over-run the territory of the 
True Believers. They are not satisfied 
with putting the adherents of our Holy 
Faith, without distinction of age and sex, 
in chains, wherever they come, and to 
drive many of our plundered brethren 
naked from their homes to seek a shelter 
m the wilderness; but they menace us, 
the devout followers of the Holy Prophet, 
the adorers of the True Religion; we to 
whom power and command have been 
given by the Almighty at the express in- 
tercession of Mahomet, whose holy blood 
now flows in our veins, with further in- 
dignities. — Desirous of consulting only 
the happiness of our people, we have not 
hesitated to make known our pacific 
wishes; but the proposals we have re- 
ceived in return, have been too degrading, 
to make us hesitate in rejecting them—in 
every line of those proposals, the insatia- 
ble ambition of our foes may be traced— 
“indeed, nothing but submission, say they, 
can sare us from everlasting war.—I, for 
‘my own part, cheerfully embraee this lat- 
ter alternative, rather than endure so great 
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a shame, well remembering the prece 
of our Holy Prophet, as contained itn 
two following sentences of the Koran 
God has momentarily left you, in order to 
make you sensible of your weakness and 
dependance. Supplicate him and he will 
assuredly return; then with one hundred 
men who put their trust in him, you will 
vanquish two hundred enemies.—[n ano. 
ther part, God says to the Prophet, as- 
semble the true believers tor battle: jj 
there be twenty firm and brave men, they 
shall conquer two hundred; and if there 
be an hundred, they shall vanquish a 
thousand of their foes.—I entreat the as- 
sistance of the Most High; I pray for the 
spiritual influence of the Prophet. Fulloj 
hope, i hasten to share the labours and 
dangers of my brave troops, to put myself 
at their head ; to rouse the valour of some, 
to confirm that of others,and to direct that 
of all: in short, to lead them to baitie—to 
victory !—It is not my design to attribute 
the fruits of our victories to myself. No, 
the only aim of my ambition is to make 
the faith of Mahomet triumph; to frus- 
trate the devices of our enemies, and if 

ossible, to contribute to the fulfilling of 
bis Holy Will. Though my design to 
put myself at the head of the arintes has 
been known some time, tail not ‘o renev 
it by a Calif, on recerving this Proclama 
tion. Every Naib, who shail not make 
the inhabitants of the towns and viliazes 
under his jurisdiction join our army forth 
with shall be suspended, and the reiigivis ° 
Teachers shall lose their places. - Wiiout 
wasting further time, we exnort you to be 
watchiul over the tranquillity of the ein 
pire in our absence, and zealous ‘0 pi 
mote its happiness.—For myseit, consiiel 
ing the urgency of the occasion ; te ws 
vity of our enemies, and above all, that go 
men ought not to be more siow in frus'rU"s 
evil deeds than bad men are quick it = 
cuting them, I shall set out unmediate's 
for the army.—May the Prophet ae 
cede for us—May the Almighty grat 
the victory and cover our enemies ler 
shame. _ Oh! that this may happer* 
The gloriaus issue depends upon ‘He : 

vine Will; from him comes all ae 

He knows the justiceof our cause, et . 
then with implicit contidence believe - 
he will crown our arms with victory: 


ts 


' ‘ 
Francz.—Commercial Decree.—t- Clon 
August 31, 18:0. 


Art. 1. -There shall be formed at Paris, 


Direcis! 


near our Counsellor of State, the 
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General of the Customs, a Council de Con- 
tentieux (Arbitrators, ) composed of two 
Masters of Requests, and four Auditors, 
reporters.—Art. 2. Our Director General 
of the Customs, assisted by the Conncil of 
Arbitrators, shall fix the value of the car- 
coes exported and imported by all vessels 
having licences.~Art. 3. Each Auditor 
shall keep a register of the licences that 
may have been granted uncer the heads 
of the respective ports of each of the un- 
der-mentioned precincts, viz. from Emb- 
den to Cherbourg, from Cherbourg to 


| Bayonne, from the Pyrenees to St. Remy, 
' from St. Remy to the coast of Naples.— 


Art. 4. This register shall contain, for 


every vessel having a licence, the num- 


ber of the licence, the date of delivery, 
the name of the outfitter, that of the ves- 
s| and captain, the tonnage, the assort- 


| ment of the cargo, the day of departure 


ond arrival, and the decision of the arbi- 


F trators as to the value of the imports and 
}cxports for each voyage,—Art. 5. The 


outfitter of a licensed vessel shall deliver 


| in at the Custom House of the port of de- 
parture, the manifest of his cargo, and the 


value of the merchandize of which it con- 


‘sists, signed by himself and the super- 


cargo of the vessel.—Art. 6. ‘The Direc- 
tor General, or superior officer of the Cus- 


toms, shall cause the kinds, quantities, and 
qualities of the produce or merchandize 


to be examined, and ascertain that they 
accord with the manifest.—In case of a 
voluntary fraud, the vessel and cargo shall 
be sequestrated, and be ‘subject to confis- 
cation. Our Director General of the Cus- 
toms shall report the same to ug in a Coun- 
cil of Commerce, for the purpose of adefi- 
nitive decision thereon.—Art. 7. The Su- 
perior Officer of the Customs of the port 
o! departure shall transmit to the Director 
‘reneral the manifest of the outfitter, with 
te certified report of its examination. 
these vouchers shall be transmitted to the 
Auditor, who shall report there6n to the 
Council of Arbitrators. Art. 8. The 


Council of Arbitrators, upon perusing the 


report of the Auditor, shall determine the 
Value of the produce and merchandize 
composing the cargo.—Art. 9. His deci- 
‘on shall serve to régulate the value of 
the cargo that may be imported.—Art. 
‘0. On the return of the vessel, the out- 
itter, the owner and the consignee of the 
vessel shall deliver in a similar declara- 
tion of the sorts, quantities, and qualities 
ei the produce and merchandize compos- 
ing the return cargo, and of the prices at 
which they may have been purchased at 
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the port of lading. This declaration shall 
be signed by himself and the supercargo 
of the vessel.—Art. 11. The Director or 
Superior Officer of the Customs, shall 
cause the sorts, quantities, and qualities of 
the produce and merchandize to be exa- 
mined, and ascertain that they accord 
with the declaration.—Art. 12. He shall 
transmit the said declaration, and the re- 
sult of his examination, to the Director 
General of the Customs. ‘These vouchers 
shall be transmitted to the Auditor, who 
shall report thereon to the Council of Ar- 
bitrators.—Art. 18. The Council of Arbi- 
trators, upon perusing the report of the 
Auditors, shall determine the value of the 
produce and merchandize composing the 
cargo.—Art. 14. If the value of the im- 
ports exceed by one-third that of the mer- 
chandize exported, the merchandize con- 
stituting such excess, shall be placed in 
real entrepot, and shall not be discharged 
therefrom, until the said amount of value 
shall have been covered by fresh exporis. 
—Art. 15. If the value of the merchan- 
dize imported shall exceed by less than 
one-third the value of the exports, this 
excess shall be taken into the account 
current, and the outfitter shall be held 
bound, upon making a fresh exportation, 
to cover the said excess, exclusive of the 
valueof the merchandize which he intends 
to import.—Art. 16. In all cases where 
the importations by a licenced vessel shail 
have preceded the exportations, the decla- 
rations and verifications shall take place 
in the manner prescribed in the third 
title.—Art. 17. The Council of Arbitra- 
tors shall fix the value of the imports, and 
determine accordingly the counter-value 
to be exported.—Art. 18. As soon as the 
cargo for exportation shall have been 
meade up, the declarations and verifications 
shall take place in the manner presented 
in title Il.—Art. 19. The Council of Ar- 
bitrators shall fix the value of the cargo, 
and strike the balance between the im- 
ports and exports.—Art. 20. The Decree 
of the Council shall be arbitral and sum- 
mary, without documents, and proceeding 
merely upon a general knowledge of the 
matters in question—Art. 21. This De- 
cree being exclusively intended for the 
purpose of establishing a general balance 
between the imports and exports, cannot 
be produced at the Custom House with 
regard to the payment of duties, nor be- 
fore the Tribunals, vpon any pretext 


-whatsoever.—Art. 22. Our Minister of Fi- 


nance is charged with the ¢xecution of 
the present Decree, 5 


A 





_— 











i 
i 
it 
r 
| 








767 


RomeE.—Decree respesting Priests, {2th Sep- 
tember, 1810. 


Napoleon, Emperor of the French, &c. 
has decreed, and decrees as follows :— 
The Priests of the departments of Rome 
and the Thrasimine who, from ignorance 
of the duties prescribed to them by the 
Church, and by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
shall have refused to take to us the ap- 
pointed oath, shall be considered as ene- 
mies of the secular power, and declared 
incapable of exercising the sacerdotal 
functions within our empire.—NAPoLeon. 


Naptes.— General Orders. — Head-quarters 
at Scilla, Sept. 26, 1810. 


Soldiers; The expedition to Sicily is 
postponed. The object which the Em- 
peror had in view, by causing that island 
to be threatened, has been accomplished ; 
and the effect of the attitude which has 
been maintained upon the Strait with so 
much dignity for four months, has even 
surpassed expectation. You are about to 
enter your winter quarters. And you, 
also, brave sailors, you’ are about to re- 
turn to your families. You have done 
more than your duty ; you have support- 
ed with, a courage above all praise more 
than fifty combats, against a force three 
times stronger than your’s, and the suc- 
cess which you have constantly obtained 
proves what you would have done against 
an equal one. Above all, you have solved 
one grand problem; you have proved 
that the enemy’s flotilla cannot prevent 
even the smallest boats from crossing the- 
Strait, and that Sicily will be conquered 
when its conquest is seriously set about. 
Receive the testimony of my satisfaction. 
I also testify the same to the land forces, 
who have powerfully seconded you. The 
geal which you have shewn in answering 
the call which has been made to you, is a 
sure pledge. for your king of that which 

ou will always display when summoned 

r the benefit of his service and the good 
of the country. Joacum Napoveon. 


Seain,.—Paroceepines of tHe Cortes.— 
Laberty of the Press.——27th Sept. 1810. _ 
Arguelles said, that without the inten- 

tion of bringing the subject completely un- 

der discussion, he could not do Jess than 
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which the Cortes had appointed to co 
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call the attention of the Cortes towards an 


abject of the greatest importance, and 
which he looked upon asa necessary : 
liminary to the salvatien of the sal ‘A 
he meant the Political Liberty of the 
Press. He said he was far from wishin 
that they should immediately proceed : 
determine on a point of such high interest 
and material consequence ; but that if the 
proposition should meet the approbation 
of the Assembly, they might appoint a 
Committee, which, taking into considera 
tion all that has already been written on 
this important subject, might examine and 
investigate the question, and submitto the 
Cortes the result of their labours and their 
reflections, and point out the manner in 
which it might appear to them that the 
political liberty of the press may be fixed. 
—Zorraquin and Perez de Castro sup- 
ported the motion of Arguelles.—A Cle- 
rical Deputy manifested some opposition. 
Torrero, another Ecclesiastic, ascended 
the ‘Tribune, and in a very animated map- 
ner pointed out the evils which had already 
been experienced from the want of the 
liberty of the Press, and the benefits 
which would result to us from its political 
freedom. He said that it was necessary 
the Cortes should proceed in the opposite 
course from that which the Central Junta hod 
taken, substituting for the eriminal silence 
and mysterious conduct of that Government, 
the publicity of their sittings, and sie /- 
berty of writing ie pation subjects, The 
prohibition of that freedom had discredit. 
ed the Central Junta from the first mo 
ment of its institution. The public, be 
observed, had a right, and it was even 
their duty to interest themselves in the 
conduct of their Representatives, aid 
warn them of the errors which they might no- 
tice in their proceedings; and which warning 
could only be given through the medi 
of the Press. \t was always necessary \ 
consult public opinion, whose echo *% 
the Press. The want of the liberty of the 


Press was, at the present moment, 20 |? 
ours of the Committe 


sider certain questions relative to the + 
gust duties.of the Executive Power: 
Almost all the Members voted !0° 
motion, and a Cemmittee was eppons 
composed of eight Members, panag: SHOR 
were Arguelles, Perez de Castro, 

and Hermida. 
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